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For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he 
gave  his  only  Son,   that  whoever  be- 
lieves in  him  should  not  perish  but 
have  eternal  life. 


THE   STORY  OF  MOUNT  BETHEL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


Jesus  loves  me,   this  I  know, 
For  the  Bible  tells  me  so. 

For  generations  of  Bahama  children,   these  words  have  been 
the  introduction  to  church,   to  religious  faith,   to  God  and  to 
His  service.     We  learned  this  song  in  Sunday  School,  when  we 
were  just  old  enough     to  hold  onto  our  mother's  or  father's  hand 
and  walk  to  our  church,  which  sits  today  where  it  has  been  for 
over  two  hundred  years,   in  the  heart  of  our  village.  Mount 
Bethel  Methodist  church  is  where  we  came  to  worship  and  to  learn 
of  Jesus'   love  for  us. 

When  our  ancestors  migrated  from  Virginia  in  the  mid-1700's, 
they  came  to  what  was  then  Orange  County,  North  Carolina.  Orange 
County  had  been  formed  in  1752  from  Granville,   Bladen  and  Johnston 
counties.      It  comprised  what  eventually  became  Caswell,  Person, 
Alamance,   Chatham,   parts  of  Rockingham,   Guilford,   Randolph,  Lee, 
Wake  and  most  of  Durham.     These  early  settlers  were  trying  to 
break  away  from  the  Old  World  and  its  old  ways.     They  were  pre- 
dominantly Scotch-Irish,   Welsh  and  English  and  they  were  espe- 
cially anxious  to  break  away  from  the  old  religion,   the  Church 
of  England,   the  establishment  of  which  had  been  greatly  influ- 
enced by  the  Earl  of  Granville.       They  wanted  their  freedom  to 
live  and  to  worship  as  they  desired  and  not  as  decreed  by  a 
distant  land.     So  several  of  our  forefathers  came  together  to 
organize  a  neighborhood  meeting.     They  held  services  in  private 
homes  until  a  meeting  house  could  be  built.     Tradition  tells  us 
that  Nathaniel  Harris  bought  land  around  1740  and  built  a  log 
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meeting  house  on  it  around  1750.     Just  after  the  American  Rev- 
olution, probably  between  1789     and  1803,   a  second  meeting  house 
was  built  where  neighbors  could  gather  and  worship  their  God. 
The  meeting  house  was  non-denominational  and  was  used  by  both 
black  and  white.     It  came  to  be  called  Crossroads  Meeting  House 
because  it  was  located  where  the  Raleigh-Roxboro  Road  and  the 
Oxford-Hillsborough  Road  intersected.     The  meeting  house  actually 
stood  across  the  road  from  the  presentday  church  on  land  which 
is  now  the  cemetery. 

Back  in  England  a  new  approach  to  religion  was  gaining  many 
converts.     This  new  religion  began  in  1729     when  John  and  Charles 
Wesley  along  with  other  students  at  Oxford     University  organized 
the  Holy  Club  for  prayer,   Bible  study,   religious  discussion  and 
charitable  duties.     They  were  all  members  of  the  Anglican  church, 
but  because  of  their     methodical  schedules  of  spiritual  exercises, 
they  were  ridiculed  by  the  other  students  and  called   "methodists " , 
a  derogatory  term  for  those  who  practiced  this  new  religion.  This 
was  a  time  in  England  of  religious  indifference,   so  the  Wesleys' 
"methods"  were  laughed  at. 

John  Wesley  never  intended  to  break  away  from  the  Anglican 
church,  but  his  religious  fervor  made  him  unpopular  with  his  own 
sect.     He  began  to  preach  anywhere  he  could,   on  the  street  cor- 
ners,  in  fields  and  in  private  homes.     He     organized  a  conference 
which  remains  an     annual  event  to  this  day  in  the  Methodist  faith. 
Finally  in  1784,   at  the  urging  of  his  followers,  he  formed  a  sep- 
arate church,    independent  from  the  Church  of  England. 

Methodist  missionaries  came  to  America  just  prior  to  the 
American  Revolution.     They  were  in  North  Carolina  by  1776  and  in 
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1779  the  New  Hope  Circuit  was  formed  including  Orange,  Chatham, 
Cumberland  and  Wake  Counties.     By   1784  there  were  more  than 
56,000  Methodists  in  America.   In  December  of  that  year,  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland,   the  Methodists  of  North  America,   too,  were 
organized  into  a  church. 

The  Methodist  movement  began  to  grow  and  from  the  beginning 
was  evangelical.     In  1771  Francis  Asbury,   fired  with  the  new 
faith,   came  as  a  missionary  to  America  to  win  the  colonies  to 
Methodism.     He  became  the  first  circuit  rider  and  armed  with  his 
Bible  and  religious  zeal,   he  rode  horseback  from  settlement  to 
settlement  to  preach  the  Gospel.     He  was   in  North  Carolina  at 
least  seventy  times  and  was  surely  a  great  influence  on  our  an- 
cestors.    It  is  possible  that  he  was  actually  in  the  vicinity 
of  Roundhill,   as  Bahama  was  called  in  those  days.     But  whether 
it  was  by  his  presence  or  his  reputation,   our  forebears  were  in- 
trigued and  in  1808  the  Crossroads  Meeting  House  became  affil- 
iated with  the  Methodist  church  and  at  a  later  date  took  the  new 
name  of  Mount  Bethel  Meeting  House. 

Archer  Harris,   son  of  Nathaniel  Harris,    in  1812  granted  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  about  two  acres  to  John  Wilson, 
John  McFarling,   and  Nathaniel  Harris,   trustees  of  Crossroads 
Meeting  House.     This  was  probably  the  same  land  on  which  the 
first  Nathaniel  had  built  a  meeting  house  back  in  the  1750's. 
The  sum  paid  for  the  sale  was  one  penny.     The  church  was  placed 
in  the  Roanoke  District  of  the  Virginia  Annual  Conference  on 
the  Granville  circuit.     The  Reverend  John  Skidmore  was  the  first 
preacher  to  this  church. 

In  1828  Mount  Bethel  Church  was  placed  in  the  North  Carolina 


4 


Annual  Conference  on  the  Hillsborough  District  where  it  re- 
mained for  about  fifty  years.      In  1838  a  third  log  church  was 
built.     The  fourth  church  was  built  in  1851.     It  was  the  last 
church  to  be  built  on  that  particular  parcel  of  land. 

Throughout  the  1800' s     circuit  riders  served  the  faithful 
of  Mount  Bethel.     Circuit  Rider  was  no  idle  appellation  for 
the  Methodist  ministers  of  this  era.     Many  times  they  rode 
twenty  or  thirty  miles  to  preach.     They  were  exposed  to  severe 
weather.     Only  a  few  if  them  could  afford  a  buggy,   so  most 
traveled  on  horseback  with  all  their  belongings  in  a  saddle  bag. 
They  carried  the  Gospel  to  the  rural  regions  of  the  country. 
There  was  no  shadow  of  a  doubt  as  to  their  mission  or  belief. 
Saving  souls  was  the  business  of  their  lives.     These  mighty  men 
of  God  preached  the  Gospel  handed  down  from  Calvary.     They  were 
born  orators  and  they  preached  with  a  fire  and  force  that  were 
compelling.     They  would  have  scorned  anyone  who  read  his  lines; 
many  of  them  had  never  written  a  sermon.     But  as  uneducated  in 
letters  and  theology  as  some  were,   they  knew  the  scriptures  and 
preached  religion  undiluted  and  undefiled. 

Methodism  continued  to  spread  throughout  the  new  states  of 
America,  but  the  1800' s  was  also  a  time  of  unrest  or  contro- 
versy in  the  church.     James  O'Kelly,   a  recalcitrant  Methodist 
minister,   left  the  main  church  to  form  the  Republican  Methodist 
church,   now  known  as  the  Christian  church.     In  1828  a  group 
withdrew  from  the  church  and  formed  the  American  Protestant 
Church.     Another  group  broke  away  in  1843  because  they  were 
opposed  to  slavery;   they  founded  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church 
of  America.     In  1844  the  main  church  split  over  the  issue  of 
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slavery.     The  group  that  broke  away  was  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,   South.     Mount  Bethel  was  caught  up  in  the  split.  It 
allied  itself  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

The  Civil  War  came  and  Mount  Bethel  endured  the  pain.  Its 
fallen  sons  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  church  cemetery.  Through 
the  four  years  of  bitterness  and  hardship  neighbor  still  com- 
forted neighbor  in  the  community  of  the  church. 

By  1877  Reconstruction  was  officially  over  in  North  Carolina. 
Life  could  never  be  the  same  again,   but  faith  in  God  gave  our 
people  the  strength  to  move  on. 

In  1878  Mount  Bethel  was  transferred  from  the  Hillsborough 
District  to  the  Durham  District.     On  March  6,    1883,   Andrew  J.  and 
Clara  E.   Roberts  deeded  to  the  trustees  of  Mount  Bethel  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,   South,   three  and  three-quarters  acres  of  land 
adjoining  the  land  of  A.   J.   Roberts,   Willis  Mangum  and  Dr.   E.  M. 
Holt.     The  trustees  listed  on  the  deed  were  Andrew  J.  Roberts, 
Dr.   E.  M.   Holt,   John  W.   Parker,    Zackariah  Dickey,   Marcus  Tilley, 
Marcus  Ball  and  A.   K.   Umstead.     The  land  was  purchased  for  the 
sum  of  one  dollar. 

The  congregation  of  Mount  Bethel,   under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.   J.   H.   McCracken,   decided  the  time  had  come  to  build  a  new 
edifice  for  their  church  services.     So  a  new  building  was 
erected  across  the  road  from  the  old  church,   on  the  land  pur- 
chased from  the  Robertses.     It  cost  $1,200  to  build  the  new 
church.     It  was  dedicated  on  November  17,  1901. 

Mount  Bethel  Church  was  the  gathering  place  of  residents 
from  miles  around.     It  was  the  social  as     well  as  the  religious 
center  of  the  community.     Neighbors  met  on  Sunday  not  only  to  . 
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hear  the  preacher  and  join  in  songs  of  Zion,   but  to  exchange 
the  news  and  to  catch  up  on  local  gossip.     Quarterly  meetings, 
revivals  and  camp  meetings  were  held,   too,   and  they  were  eagerly 
anticipated  and  well  remembered. 

Sunday  School  was  usually  held  on  the  porch  of  the  new 
church,  but  in  the  summer  the  classes  would  meet  out  under  the 
trees  beside  the  church.     Ice  cream   and  Brunswick  stew  suppers 
were  held  for  fun  and  profit.     At  least  once  a  year  the  church 
families  would  have   "dinner  on  the  grounds".     Nov/  we  call  it 
"Homecoming".     Occasionally  the  members  would  pack  a  picnic  and 
walk  down  to  the  river  where  the  children  could  have  their  fun 
and  grownups  could  catch  up  on  news  of  the  neighborhood.      It  was 
a  simple,  peaceful  world  in  Bahama. 

In  1917  Mount  Bethel  was  placed  on  the  Rougemont  Charge. 
Other  churches  on  this     charge  were  Rougemont,  Mount  Sylvan, 
Riverview,   Mount  Tabor,   Ellis  Chapel  and  Union  Grove. 

During  the  First  World  War  the  members  of  Mount  Bethel 
got  together  and  built  the  first  parsonage  in  the  village  and 
the  Pettys  were  the  first  family  to  live  in  it. 

In  the   1920's  the  Ladies  Aid  Society  was  organized  at  Mount 
Bethel  and  the  Epworth  League  was  begun.     By  1926  there  was  a 
Bahama  Charge  with  four  churches   in  it:     Mount  Bethel,  Mount 
Sylvan,   Ellis  Chapel  and  Mount  Tabor.     The  really  big  event  for 
1924  was  that  the  Camerons  of  Fairntosh  gave  a  bell  to  the 
church  for  the  belltower.     It  was  cast  in  England  and  brought  to 
the  Episcopal  Chapel  at  Fairntosh.     Since  services  were  no  longer 
held  in  the  chapel,  Mr.   W.   D.   Turrentine,   superintendent  of 
Sunday  School  at  Mount  Bethel  and  overseer  at  Fairntosh,  in- 
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fluenced  Mr.   Cameron  to  present  the  bell  to  Mount  Bethel.  It 
was  a  great  thrill  to  get  to  ring  that  bell.     You  would  pull 
down  on  the  fat  bell  rope  and  when  the  bell  began  to  sway,  the 
rope  would  lift  you  right  up  off  the  floor. 

Two  events  took  place  in  the   1930's,   one  of  which  affected 
primarily  those  who  attended  Mount  Bethel.     The  other  was  of  at 
least  national  importance  because  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
South,   was  finally  reunited  with  the  main  body  of  the  Methodist 
Church.     This  occurred  in  1939.     The  event  which  was  of  great 
importance  to  the  Bahama  community  was  that  Sunday  School  rooms 
were  added  to  the  church  and  a  log  cabin  was  built  on  the  east 
side  of  the  church.     This  cabin  was  used  for  many  social  funct- 
ions,   including  Methodist  Youth  fellowship   (the  new  name  for 
Epworth  League)  meetings,  Boy  Scout  meetings  and  community 
parties . 

Just  after  World  War  II  the  ladies  of  Bahama  met  in  the 
cabin  on  Wednesdays  for  a  quilting  bee.       There  were  usually 
two  quilts  at  each  meeting.     Tne  ladies  would  fire  up  the  wood 
stove  and  make  a  big  pot  of  soup  to  have  in  the  middle  of  the 
day  while  they  were  doing  their  fanciest  needlework  on  those 
quilts.     Sometimes  if  they  had  not  quite  finished  by  the  time 
school  was  out  they  would  let  little  girls  try  their  hands  at 
quilting.     There  was  also  a  giant  weaving  loom  in  the  cabin. 
It  was  large  enough  to  make  rugs  or  coverlets  on. 

Probably  the  best  times  in  the  cabin  were  at  Easter. 
First  there  was  the  sunrise  service.     The     faithful  of  Mount 
Bethel  would  gather  silently  and  watch  the  sun  come  up  over  the 
trees  and  illuminate  the  huge  wooden  cross  which  was  installed 


8 

in  the  church  cemetery.     That  was  how  we  greeted  each  Easter  - 
with  our  own  sunrise  service.     There  was  a  shivering  chill,  a 
feeling  of  excitement  as  we  gathered  in  that  quiet  place  to 
hear  again  those  joyful  words: 

"Alleluia  -  Christ  arose!" 
Then  we  would  troop  back  across  the  road  to  the  cabin  and 
there  we  would  all  have  breakfast  together.     The  scrambled  eggs, 
bacon,   toast  and  coffee  were  in  abundance.     It  was  a  joy  to 
greet  the  season  of  new  life  by  breakfasting  with  our  relatives 
and  friends. 

In  1944  Mr.   H.   L.   Umstead,   a  member  of  Mount  Bethel  who 
lived  in  Roxboro,   sent  a  check  for  $100  to  the  church  treasurer 
with  a  note  attached  saying:      "This  is  for  the  purpose  of  start- 
ing a  fund  to  build  a  new  church." 

The  entire  church  community  became  involved  in  raising 
money  to  build  a  new  church  -  a  new  stone  church.   The  old  build- 
ing was  torn  down  and  services  were  held  in  the  Mangum  School 
auditorium.     Many  money  making  projects  kept  the  church  member- 
ship busy,   and  finally  with  the  help  of  the  Duke  Endowment  and 
the  Board  of  Missions  the  necessary  funds  were  realized  and  the 
new  church  was  built.     On  July  24,    1949,    the  new  Mount  Bethel 
Church  was  dedicated  by  Bishop  W.   W.   Peele.     This  is  the  sixth 
church  at  this  crossroads,   the  second  on  this  spot. 

The  second  parsonage  was  built  in  1957.     This  new  brick 
parsonage  was  dedicated  on  October  6th  while  William  Quick  was 
pastor.     It  was  also  about  this  time  that  chimes  were  installed 
in  the  bell  tower,  but  they  have  since  been  removed. 
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The  decade  of  the  60 ' s  brought  more  changes  to  Mount 
Bethel.     It  was  no  longer  part  of  a  charge  but  became  a  station 
appointment.  The  church  purchased  the  Johnson  property  which 
adjoined  church  land  on  the  back  and  the  Tilley  property  which 
adjoined  it  on  the  east  side,  both  with  the  idea  of  future  ex- 
pansion . 

In  1968  the  Methodist  Church  merged  with  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren,    forming  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

No  new  building  occurred  during  the   1970' s,   but  repairs 
were  made  to  the  existing  structures  and  plans  were  begun  for 
a  new  parsonage  and  fellowship  hall. 

By  August  of  1982  the  Fellowship  Hall  was  a  reality  and  in 
1984  the  David  Poe  home  was  purchased  for  the  newest  parsonage. 

The  church  continues  to  grow  and  now  has  a  membership  of 
349.  it  has  come  a  long  way  from  the  small  log  meeting  house 
of  the  early  settlers.  May  God  continue  to  bless  this  church 
and  the  faithful  who  support  it. 
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Archer  Harris  ) 
to  ) 
John  Wilson,   Etc .  ) 


This  indenture  is  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1812  between 
Archer  Harris  of  the  County  of  Orange,   State  of  North  Carolina, 
of  the  one  part  and  John  Wilson,   John  McFarling  and  Nathaniel 
Harris,  Trustees  of  a  Meeting  House  standing  at  the  Cross  Roads 
between  the  said  Harris  and  John  McFarling  of  the  other  part  wit- 
nesseth  that  the  said  Archer  Harris  for  the  consideration  of 
one  penny  to  him  in  hand  paid  at  the  sealing  of  these  present 
the  receipt  whereof  he  the  said  Archer  Harris  doth  acknowledge 
himself  satisfied  hath  granted  the  confirmed  and  by  these  pre- 
sent doth  grant  and  confirm  unto  them,   the  above  named  trustees 
and  their  successors  forever  all  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land 
lying  in  the  county  of  Orange  and  the  state  of  North  Carolina  at 
the  aforesaid  Cross  Roads  and  bounded  as  followeth  vis,: 

Beginning  at  John  McFarlings  and  Julius  Kings  corner  running 
thence  south  55°  west   18  goles  to  a  stake  thence  east  A\  chains 
to  a  stake  thence  west  55     north  5  chains  to  the  beginning,  con- 
taining 2  acres  to  the  same  more  or  less;   together  with  all 
right  title  and  profit  whatsoever  of  him  the  said  Archer  Harris 
has  of  in  the  said  land  and  premises.     To  have  and  to  hold  the 
said  land  and  premises  above  mentioned  with  all  the  appurtenances 
unto     them  the  above  named  trustees  and  their  successors  for  the 
only  proper  use  and  benefit  of  a  meeting  house  and  the  said  Archer 
Harris  for  himself  and  his  heirs,   executors  and  administrators 
doth  covenant  to  and  with  the  said  John  Wilson,   John  McFarling 
and  Nathaniel  Harris  and  their  successors  forever  by  these  pre- 
sents that  the  said  Archer  Harris  and  his  heirs  that  the  said  seat 
of  land  and  premises  and  every  part  thereof  against  him  and  his 
heirs  and  against  all  and  every  other  person  whatsoever  by  from 
or  under  his  or  their  lawful  claims  shall  and  will  warrant  and 
forever  defend  unto  them  the  said  Trustees  and  their  successors 
by  these  presents.      In  witness  whereof  he  the  said  Archer  Harris 
hath  written,    signed  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of: 


Test:     Mark  Harris 

William  Harris 


Archer  Harris 


Mark  Harris  came  before  me,  J.  J.  Daniel,  one  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Law  for  the 
State  aforesaid  and  acknowledged  that  he  was  the 
witness  and  made  oath  that  he  saw  Archer  Harris, 
execute  the  within  deed,  therefore  let  it  be  re- 
gistered . 


Signed;     J.   J.   Daniel,  J.L.L.E. 


State  of  North  Carolina 
Durham  county 


This  indenture  made  the  6th  day  of  March  1883  between 
Andrew  J.  Roberts  and  Clara  E.  Roberts,  his  wife,   parties  of  the 
first  part  and  Andrew  J.   Roberts,   Dr.   E.   M.   Holt,   John  W.  Park- 
er,  Zachariah  Dickey,   Marcus  Tilley,   Marcus  Ball  and  A.  K. 
Umstead,   Trustees  of  Mount  Bethel  Church  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  South,   parties  of  the  second  part  all  of  the  said 
parties  of  the  County  and  State  of  North  Carolina, 

Witnesseth,   that  the  said  parties  of  the     first  part  and 
in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  One  Dollar,   to  them  in  hand  paid 
by  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,   the  receipt  whereof  is 
hereby  fully  acKnowledged  hath  remised,   quitclaimed  and  do  by 
these  presents  remise,   release  and  quitclaim  unto  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part  and  their  successors  in  office  as 
Trustees  of  Mount  Bethel  church  all  the  right,   title  interest 
claim  and  property  of  the  said  Andrew  J.   Roberts  and  Clara  E. 
Roberts,  his  wife,   in  the  following  described  lot  or  parcel  of 
land  lying  and  being  in  the  County  of  Durham  and  State  of  North 
Carolina  on  the  waters  of  Flat  river  adjoining  the  lands  of 
Andrew  J.   Roberts,  Willie  Mangum  and  Dr.   E.   M.   Holt  and  bounded 
as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  rock  on  the  Raleigh  and  Roxboro  road  running 
thence  north  71^     east  seven  chains  and  ten  links  to  pointers 
thence  north  3^     east  two  chains  and  twenty-two  links  to  a  rock, 
thence  north  84°  west  one  chain  and  fifty-five  links  to  a  rock, 
thence  12     west  two  chains  and  sixty  links  to  Willie  Mangum' s 
line  to  the  Raleigh  and  Roxboro  Road,   thence  south  10°  east  five 
chains  and  forty-one  links  with  said  road  to  the  beginning,  con- 
taining three  and  three  quarter  acres  but  to  be  the  same  more  or 
less . 

To  have  and  to  hold  all  and  singular  the  above  granted 
right,   title,   interest,   clain  and  property  of  the  said  parties 
of  the  first  part  in  said  lot  of  land  unto  the  said  parties  of 
the  second  part  and  their  successors  in  office  as  Trustees  of 
Mount  Bethel  Church. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  have 
hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  this  the  6th  day  of  March  1883. 


A.  J.  Roberts  (Seal) 
Clara  E.   Roberts  (Seal) 

Wi tness : 


Geo.  W.  Jones 


State  of  North  Carolina 
Durham  County 


I,  Geo.  W.  Jones,   a  Justice  of  the  Peace,   for  said  County  do 
hereby  certify  that  personally  appeared  before  me  this  day 
Andrew  J.  Roberts  and  Clara  E.  Roberts,  his  wife,  who  acknow- 
ledged the  due  execution  of  the  annexed  deed;   and  the  said 
Clara  E.  Roberts  being  by  me  examined  separate  and  apart  from 
her  said  husband  touching  her  voluntary  execution  of  the  same 
doth  state  that  she  executed  the  same  freely  and  voluntarily 
without  fear  of  her  said  husband  or  any  other  person  and  doth 
still  voluntarily  assent  thereto. 


Witness  my  hand  and  private  seal  this  6th  day 
of  March  1883 


Geo.   W.   Jones,   J.   P.  (seal) 


North  Carolina  -  Durham  County 


The  foregoing  certificate  of  Geo.   W.   Jones  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  Durham  County  is  adjudged  to  be  correct.  Let 
the  same  with  the  certificate  to  be  registered. 

This-  November   19,  1883 

W.   J.   Christian,  C.S.C. 


North  Carolina  -  Durham  County 


I,  M.  G.  Markham,   Register  of  Deeds,   in  and  for  the  County 
and  State  aforesaid  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
deed  is  a  true  and  accurate  copy  of  a  deed  filed  in  this 
office  on  the  19th  day  of  November  1883  and  recorded  in 
Book  2  of  Deeds  on  pages   186,  etc. 


Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal  this  25th  day  of  Sept. 
1908. 


M.   G.  Markham 


Register  of  Deeds 


THE  DURHAM  MORNING  HERALD     -     Friday,    October   18,  1901 
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LAYING  OF  CORNER  STONE 
EXERCISES  AT  MT .    BETHEL  CHURCH  TOMORROW  MORNING 


Tomorrow  the  corner  stone  of  Mt .   Bethel  church,   some  eight 
miles  north  of  Durham,  will  be  laid  with  appropriate  exercises. 
The  speech  of  the  occasion  will  be  made  by  J.   H.   Southgate  of 
this  city.     Rev.   J.  H.  McCracken,   the  pastor,  will  be  there  and 
assist  in  the  exercises  which  will  begin  at  11  o'clock. 

Mt.  Bethel  is  one  of  the  oldest  organized  churches  in  this 
section  of  the  state.     It  was  started  back  in  the  early  days  of 
the  last  century  and  is  now  about  ninety  or  ninety-two  years  old. 
Captain  A.  Mangum,   living  not  far  from  the  church,  has  furnished 
The  Herald  with  a  short  history  of  the  church  which  will  make 
interesting  reading. 

In  beginning  his  sketch  Captain  Mangum  says  that   "the  writer 
was  some  years  since  in  possession  of  an  old  written  manuscript 
or  agreement  entered  into  by  some  eight  or  ten  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  the  neighborhood,   agreeing  to  build  a  meeting  house 
for  public  worship,   the  building  to  be  used,   if  desired,   by  all 
denominations.     This  paper  was  dated  about  the  year  1808,  ninety- 
two  years  ago.     The  writer  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  first 
building  was  used  as  above  stated  about  five  or  six  years  before 
it  was  incorporated  into  the  Methodist  church  as  one  of  the 
appointments  of  the  old  Granville  circuit,   running  from  the  church 
through  Granville,   around  by  Clarksville,   Va.,   and  through  Person 
to  Mt .   Tirzah. " 

Continuing  his  sketch  Capt.  Mangum  says:   "It  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  churches  of  this  part  of  North  Carolina.     Some  of  the 
names  on  the  old  agreement  include  Clements,   Tilley,   Harris,  per- 
haps Garrard,   and  two  or  three  others.     Strange  to  say  but  one  or 
two  of  these  belonged  to  any  church  of  that  time. 

"The  old  Granville  circuit  came  into  general  prominence  under 
the  pastorate  of  the  eloquent  and  hard  working  James  Skidmore,  who 
served  the  circuit  about  the  years  1817  and  1818.  He  held  a  great 
camp  meeting  each  of  these  years.  Among  the  early  pastors  of  Mt . 
Bethel  church  were  Messrs.  Dye,  Speck,  Jeter,  Lumsden  and  Campbell. 
The  great  Hezekiah  Leigh  preached  once  in  this  church  in  the  fall 
of  1838. 

"Among  those  who  preached  in  the  old  church  now  standing, 
were  the  Messrs.   Nicholson,  James,   Jamison,  Halstead,  Walsh,  John- 
son,  Caraway,   Culbreth,   R.   0.   Burton,   Martin,  McMannen,  Tillett, 
Holsenback,   Tinnin,   Jordan,   Hunt,   Maynard,   Archer,   Holmes,  Gattis, 
Farrar,  Hendren,  Norman,   and  a  few  others  running  down  to  the 
present  faithful  and  efficient  pastor,  Rev.   J.  H.  McCracken, 
through  whose  laudable  efforts  the  present  beautiful  church  is 
being  erected. 

"I  will  mention  here  that  the  eloquent  Thomas  G.   Lowe  preached 
a  funeral  service  in  the  old  church,  which  stands  nearby,   on  one 
occasion.     This  old  church  was  built  about  fifty  years  ago.  The 
old  Harrises,   towit:   Nathaniel,   Mark  and  William  Harris,  Sr., 
the  Garrards,   Roberts,   Samuel  Bumpass  and  a  few  others  constituted 
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the  male  membership  at  the  founding  of  the  old  church.     The  re- 
mains of  Rev.   Henry  Gray,   who  served  the  Methodist  church  a  long 
life  time,   rest  in  the  cemetery  nearby." 

The  new  Mt .   Bethel  church,   which  was  built  by  the  hard  work 
of  Rev.   Mr.   McCracken,   will  be  the  finest  country  church  in  the 
county  when  completed.     It  will  cost  about  $1,200.      If  possible 
Mr.  McCracken  hopes  to  have  the  building  dedicated  before  the 
annual  conference,   at  which  time  he  will  be  transferred  to  another 
field,   as  he  has  been  pastor  of  the  Durham  circuit  for  four  years. 
It  is  expected  that  there  will  be  a  large  crowd  in  attendance 
tomorrow,  many  going  from  Durham. 


View  of  Mount  Bethel  Church  in  1948 
This  structure  was  built   in   1901,  with 
Sunday  School  rooms  and  cabin  added  in  1939. 
Note  on  far  left  stones  which    were  for  the 
new  church. 
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Dedication  Of  Mt  Bethel 
Church  To  Be  Held  Today 


DEDICATION  OF  MT.  BETHE^ijtht  sjf  baflfli 

Bishop  W.  W.  Peel*        pre s*5]  w<*r*hipp»~!  r»  < 


i  congregation 

fees  W.  w.  Feel*  will  pres^'WOThipp*-:!  r*  •chnol. 
the  dedicatory  eermoo  at  the  newiyj   Ort  year  i*v«  the  new  church 
constructed  Mt.  Bethel  M*Ou?dutj  wa*  competed  and  occupied  by  the 
Church  at  Bahama  at  IlrflO  A.  if.  congregation  the  fir*:  Sunday  la 
tod./.   The  Rev.  H.  A.  Chester  is  April. 

paster  of  the  church.  The  eest  ef  the  church  wis  $40.- 

FoUowinf  dinner  en  the  church \Uh  The  Duke  Endowment  eontrib- 
grounds.  District  Superintendent  E.  luted  $5jGu,  and  tne  Methodist  Board 
L.  Hillman  will  speak  at  tjse  laying' of  Mlseiom  s»3  Cnureh  Extension 


of  the  cornerstone.  Former  pastors 
will  speak  at  the  homecoming 
ferric*  scheduled  for  3:00  P.  M. 
<*  The  first  step  taken  toward'  the 
erection  of  the  building  to  replace 
the  frame  church  erected  in  1901 


$750.  The  remaining  amount  was 
contributed  and  raised  by  church 
members  and  friends.  When  the 
members  assembled  for  the  first 
service  in  the  new  building,  it  was 
learned  that  the  entire  cost  has  been 


was  the  gift  of  $100  in  July,  1944, [paid  except  $346.  Before  the  ser- 
ty  Lee  Umstead.  a  member  of  the  mon  began,  a  member  of  the  church 
church  theu  living  in  Roxboro.  paid  that  amount,  so  the  church  has 
Building  and  finance  committees  been  debt  free  frcsn  Its  openings 
were  appointed  in  October,  1944,  A  principal  source  of  contribu- 
te t  at  the  end  of  1943  only  $560  was  tions  was  the  five  per  cent  club, 
in  the  building  fund.  made  up  of  members  who  pledged 

The  old  church  was  torn  down  injthet  proportion  of  their  income  to 
April.  7946.  During  construction  of  the  new  building. 


GIFTS  TO  THE  CHURCH 


Memory  of  Eugene  Lee  Dellinger  1926-1946 

Mr.   and  Mrs.  Winston  Hill 
Memory  of  Mrs.  Vivian  Tilley  Hampton  by  Wilburn  Hampton 
Memory  of  John  Thomas  Lashley  1875-1926 
Memory  of  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Edgar  Tilley  by  Wilburn  Hampton 


Mr. 

and 

Mrs  . 

C.   M.   Allen  and  Mary  Ruth 

Mr . 

and 

Mrs . 

Clifton  Ball 

Mr. 

and 

Mrs  . 

Baxter  Bobbitt 

Mr  . 

and 

Mrs  . 

G.   D.  Crabtree 

Mr. 

and 

Mrs  . 

A.C.  Eddins 

Mr. 

and 

Mrs  . 

James  F.  Farlow 

Mr . 

and 

Mrs  . 

J.   E.  Fortner 

Mr. 

and 

Mrs  . 

Earl  G.  Harris 

Mr. 

and 

Mrs . 

Robert  H.  Harris 

Mr. 

and 

Mrs . 

Sterling  H.  Harris 

Mr . 

and 

Mrs  . 

W.   M.  Johnson 

Mr. 

and 

Mrs  . 

Fred  Luxton 

Mr. 

and 

Mrs  . 

Cooper  Mangum 

Mr . 

and 

Mrs  . 

R.   B.  Murphy 

Mr . 

and 

Mrs  . 

C.    E.  Thompson 

Mr. 

and 

Mrs  . 

D.   M.   Thompson  and  Sue 

Mr. 

and 

Mrs  . 

Raschard  Tilley 

Mr. 

and 

Mrs . 

Ewell  L.  Umstead 

Mr. 

and 

Mrs  . 

H.   L .  Umstead 

Mr. 

and 

Mrs . 

M.    B.  Umstead 

Mr . 

and 

Mrs  . 

E.   Eugene  Watts 

Fletcher  and  Bertha  Woodall 
Painting  of  Christ  -  memory  of  Sterling  Harris 
Pulpit  -  memory  of  Edward  Thomas  Jones 
Altar  table  -  Mala  J.  Tilley 
Font     -     Mandy  T.  Luxton 
Two  flower  stands  -  Ben  Lacy 

Altar  cross  -  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Marcus  H.   Mangum  Family 
Altar  candle  holders  -  Lee  Umstead  Family 

Collection  plates  -  memory  of  Emma  H.    and  H.   Lee  Umstead 
by  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Harris  Umstead 

Flower  urns  -  memory  of  Mrs.  David  Poe  and  Dwight  Thompson 

Communion  set  -  memory  of  Fred  Luxton 

Hymnal  board  -  memory  of  Mrs.   L.   E.  Tippett 
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Organ  -  memory  of  Ruth  T.   Johnson  and  W.   M.  Johnson 
Piano  -  memory  of  Jennis  M.Mangum 

Gold  cross  on  Fellowship  Hall  -  memory  of  C.   M.   Allen,  church 
treasurer  for  30  years,  1938-1968 

Memorial  windows  on  the  following  pages: 


But  when  the  grain  is  ripe,  at  once  he  puts  in  the 
sickle,  because  the  harvest  has  come. 


Mark  4:29 


Ministers  who  have  served  at  Mount  Bethel  and  the  approximate 
dates   (if  available). 


James  Skidmore  c.1818 

Dye 

Speck 

Jeter 

Lumsden 

Campbel 

Hezekiah  Leigh  1838 

Nicholson 

James 

Jameson 

Halstead 

Walsh 

Johnson 

Paul  Carraway 

Gulbreth 

Helsbeck 

R.   0.  Burton 

J.   E.  Martin 

John  Tillett 

J.   J.  Renn 

H.   H.  Gibbons 

Jordan 

Hunt 

Maynard 

Archer 

Holmes 

Galles 

Farror 

Herndon 

J.   M.  Martin 

J.   T.  Lyon 

W.  M.  Barrenger 

T.   J.  Gattis 

J.   T.  Gibbons 

W.   H.  Bobbitt 

P.   L.  Groome 

Oliver  Ryder 

W.   J.  Finley 

Thomas  Lowe 

W.   H.  Moore 

W.   S.  Davis 

P.  Greening 

S.   T.  Moyle 

M.   R.  Chambers 

J.  Bascom  Hurley 

J.  A.  McMannen     1850' s 

William  Henry  Gray  1850*s 

A.  W.   Mangum  1866-1869 

L.   W.   Crawford  1872 

J.   B.  Martin  1877-1878 

J.   T.   Lyon  1884 


C.  W.   Robinson  1895 

J.   H.   McCracken  1898-1901 
J.   B.   Thompson  1902-1906 

G.  W.   Fisher  1907 

W.   P.   Constable  1911-1913 
J.  W.   Bennett  1915 
B.   F.   Boone  1916 
L.   M.   Hall  1917 

B.  0.   Merritt  1918 

D.  A.   Petty  1919 

R.  E.  Pittman  1921 
J.  F.  Starnes  1923 
W.   F.   Craven  1926-1930 

C.  W.   Barbee  1930 
M.   C.  Dunn 

0.    I.  Hinson 

E.  D.   C.  Brewer 

T.   M.    Vick,   Jr.  1946-1949 

H.  A.  Chester 
Robert  Nicks 

D.  A.  Clark 

W.    K.    Quick  1955-1959 
Ralph  Lewis  1961 

F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr.  1960's 
Don  Phillips 

Morris  Barber 

Grady  Kinley  1970's 

Donald  Settle  1981-1984 

Robert  E.   Bergland  1984-1988 

J.   Albert  Trotter  1988- 
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WASHINGTON  DUKE 

Mount  Bethel  has  exerted  its  influence  on  the  lives  of 
most  of  us  who  have  belonged  to  it.     But  no  one's  life  has 
paid  witness  to  this  influence  as  much  as  that  of  Washington 
Duke.     He  was  converted  at  Mount  Bethel  when  he  was  just  a 
boy  and  he  carried  the  love  for  the  Methodist  church  for  the 
rest  of  his  life. 

Washington  Duke  was  born  in  1820  to  Taylor  and  Dicey 
Jones  Duke,   both  of  whom  were  members  of  Mount  Bethel.  When 
young  Duke  was  about  ten  or  twelve  years  old  he  came  to  this 
little  log  church  with  his  family.     He  was  given  a  small  card 
on  which  was  printed,    "Remember  thy  creator  in  the  days  of 
thy  youth,   while  the  evil  days  come  not,   nor  the  years  draw 
nigh,   when  thou  shall  say,    'I  have  no  pleasure  in  them.'" 
This  card  appealed  to  him  and  soon  he  decided  to  join  the 
church . 

Tradition  tells  us  that  he  was  converted  under  a  brush 
arbor  in  back  of  the  church.     He  embraced  Christianity,  espe- 
cially Methodist  Christianity,   at  Mount  Bethel.      It  was  here 
that  the  seed  was  planted  for  his  life  of  devotion  to  the 
church  and  philanthropy  to  its  causes. 

The  Dukes  did  not  remain  members  of  Mount  Bethel,  because 
by  the  time  Washington  was  a  young  man  the  family  had  moved 
closer  to  present-day  Durham.     They  helped  to  organize  Mount 
Hebron  Methodist  Church,  which   is  called  today  Duke's  Chapel 
Church.     Later,  Washington  Duke  was  a  steward  at  Trinity  Meth- 
odist Church  in  Durham,   and  after  that  he  gave  land  for  a 
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church  in  west  Durham,  Main  Street  Methodist,  now  named  Duke 
Memorial.     He  held  Sunday  School  in  his  tobacco  factory  for 
this  church. 

Washington  Duke  had  always  supported  his  church  but  it 
was  after  the  Civil  War,  when  he  became  rich  from  the  manu- 
facturing of  tobacco  products,   that  he  became  the  great  bene- 
factor of  all  causes  Methodist.     His  early  conversion  at 
Mount  Bethel  led  him  to  a  life  of  giving  that  has  helped  and 
encouraged  thousands  of  people. 

Washington  had  been  impressed  by  the  circuit  riders  of 
his  youth  and  felt  that  they  had  exerted  a  great  influence  on 
his  life.     He  realized  that  these  preachers  on  horseback  sur- 
vived only  on  the  generosity  of  the  faithful.     He  was  sensi- 
tive to  their  plight  and  was  concerned  about  what  happened  to 
them  when  they  were  no  longer  able  to  travel  to  distant  rural 
communities—when  they  were  no  longer  able  to  preach  God's 
word.     They  had  to  live  in  poverty,   which  Duke  found  repre- 
hensible.    He  had  learned  well  the  Methodist  lesson  that  those 
who  could  help,   should  help.     So  not  only  did  he  and  his  fam- 
ily tithe,   they  donated  great  sums  for  "worn-out  preachers". 

The  education  of  young  men  who  wanted  to  be  preachers 
was  another  cause  adopted  by  Washington  Duke.     He  gave  finan- 
cial support  to  the  Methodist  school,   Trinity  College,  when 
it  was  located  in  Randolph  County  and  was  instrumental  in 
getting  it  moved  to  Durham.     He  and  his  family  contributed 
a  great  deal  of  money  to  Trinity  as  well  as  to  .other  Methodist 
schools,    including  Greensboro  College,   Louisburg  College  and 
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Kittrell  College. 

In  his  will  Washington  Duke  bequeathed  money  to  the 
North  Carolina  Methodist  Conference  for  home  missions  and 
for  the  retired  ministers  and  their  families.     He  also  left 
money  to  the  African  Methodist  Church,   to  the  Methodist 
Orphanage  in  Raleigh  and  to  Trinity  College. 

Washington  Duke,   so  greatly  influenced  by  his  early  life 
at  Mount  Bethel  and  his  life-long  love  for  the  Methodist 
church,   did  more  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  Methodists  and 
the  retired  ministers  in  North  Carolina  than  any  other  indi- 
vidual . 

Washington  Duke,  benefactor,  received  the  initial  thrust 
of  Christian  charity  right  here  at  Mount  Bethel  Church. 
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DURHAM  MORNING  HERALD 


Uncle  Billie  Duke  Made 
The  Sinners  Get  Happy 


€    |Jf§  Lougee 


□  Columnist 


Scrawny  William  J.  (Billie) 
Duke,  hell-and-brimstone  circuit 
rider,  the  eldest  of  the  10  children 
of  Taylor  Duke  of  the  Bahama  com- 
munity, was  recognized  as  the 
founder  of  Methodism  in  this  part 
of  the  state. 

However,  it  was  his  brother, 
Washington  Duke,  tobacco  mag- 
nate, and  17  years  his  junior,  who 
became  more  widely  known. 

Affectionately  called  "Uncle 
Billie,"  he  was  once  called  a  "saint" 
by  an  old  farmer.  Taylor  Duke  was 
looked  up  to  in  the  Bahama  area 
for  his  rank  as  captain  of  the  mili- 
tia. 

Times  were  hard  in  those  early 
days  and  Hillsborough  records 
show  that  Taylor  mortgaged  his 
farm  in  1824  to  secure  a  $106  debt, 
and  again  in  1825  to  secure  another 
debt  to  Jonathan  Sneed  for  $126, 
which  was  a  lot  of  money  back  then. 

Durham  County  was  not  sepa- 
rated from  Orange  until  1881. 

Methodists  in  those  days  loved  re- 
vivals and  Methodism  itself  is  a  re- 
vival, a  reaction  led  of  course  by 
John  Wesley  against  the  old  effete 
church  of  England. 

During  the  hot  days  of  August, 
the  Methodists  loved  to  gather 
under  old  oaks  and  hear  about  the 
wrath  of  God,  about  the  wonder  of 
Heaven  and  about  the  fires  of  hell 

The  Rev.  W1l  Grissom  once  re- 
called the  arbor  meeting,  which 
died  out  shortly  after  the  Civil  War. 
He  said:  "The  preacher  delivered 
his  sermon  with  great  power,  and 


the  cries  of  the  penitents  and  the 
shouts  of  the  saints  are  heard  until 
a  late  hour  of  the  night  These  are 
hallowed  memories." 

Billie  Duke,  who  was  born  in 
1803,  loved  most  the  hymn  The  Old 
Ship  of  Zion,  and  he  could  sing  it 
louder  than  anyone  else  in  Orange 
County,  or  so  some  of  the  old  folks 
said. 


William  Duke,  preacher 

Wash  Duke's  big  brother 


The  early  preachers  who  talked 
of  hell  fire,  who  hated  whiskey  and 
preached  against  its  use,  have  a 
unique  place  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people.  They  brought  joy  and  spirit- 
ual guidance  to  isolated  families 
whose  lives  too  often  were  a  barren 
round  of  incessant  toil. 

Another  name  for  circuit  rider 
has  always  been  "chicken  eater." 

Back  in  the  days  before  the  Civil 
War,  Durham's,  as  the  little  village 
was  then  called,  was  on  the  New 
Hope  Circuit  running  between  Ra- 
leigh and  Greensboro. 

A  Methodist  preacher  visited  the 
community  at  long  intervals  and 
the  rural  people  at  even  longer  in- 
tervals. 

The  Methodist  exhorter  or  lay 
preacher  was  about  the  only  means 
the  country  folk  had  of  getting  reli- 
gion. 

Uncle  Billie  Duke  was  an  exhort- 
er, and  it  was  he  who  first  inter- 
ested his  young  brother  Washing- 
ton Duke  in  Methodism,  probably 
inducing  him  to  join  the  Mt  Bethel 
Church  at  Bahama  when  he  was  7 
years  old. 

Billie  used  to  ride  circuit  around 
Durham  County.  He  helped  found 
the  Mt  Hebron  Church,  which  cost 
him  $100  to  build.  "That's  a  heap  of 
money  to  put  in  religion,"  Washing- 
ton Duke  is  reported  to  have  said  as 
he  and  his  brother  surveyed  the 
new  church.  Billie  later  donated  an 
acre  of  land  on  which  the  church 
stood. 

He  also  had  something  to  do  with 
the  Eno  Church  and  was  a  member 
of  the  original  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Trinity  Methodist  Church 
founded  in  1860. 
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"THAT  FLAMING  EVANGELIST" 

Buried  in  Mount  Bethel  Church  Cemetery  is  the  Reverend 
William  Henry  Gray,  known  as  the  Flaming  Evangelist.  According 
to  his  tombstone  "he  was  perhaps  the  greatest  revivalist  of  his 
generation,  more  than  5,500  souls  being  converted  under  his 
ministry . " 

Preacher  Gray  was  born  in  Williamston,  North  Carolina,  on 
March  23rd,    1800.     He  was  converted  at  his  home  when  he  was 
thirty-two  years  old.     He  joined  the  church  and  soon  afterward 
he  was  licensed  to  preach.     He  preached  around  Williamston  and 
Martin  County  for  six  years.     Then  in  1838  he  joined  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church.     He  was  assigned 
circuits  in  many  areas  of  eastern  North  Carolina  and  was  cred- 
ited with  hundreds  of  conversions.   By  1857  he  was  on  the  Hills- 
borough Circuit  serving  Mount  Bethel.     He  had  suffered  poor 
health  off  and  on  during  his  ministry  and  finally  in   1859  his 
failing  health  forced  his  retirement.     He  had  twenty  years  of 
active  work. 

It  is  not  clear  how  he  came  to  settle  in  this  area  after 
his  retirement,  but  it  is  likely  that  he  stayed  in  Orange  Coun- 
ty because  he  had  married  a  descendant  of  Nathaniel  Harris  and 
she  may  have  inherited  land.     It  is  also  possible  that  one  of 
his  grateful  converts  gave  him  land  near  Orange  Factory  and 
that  is  where  the  Gray  family  settled.     He  continued  to  preach 
when  he  was  able  but  only  as  a  lay  preacher.     He  died  at  his 
home  in  1885. 


A.    W.  MANGUM 


The  first  Mangum  in  Orange  County  was  Arthur  Mangum.  His 
great-grandson  was  Adolphus  Williamson  Mangum,  a  circuit  rider 
and  later  a  professor  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina. 

Adolphus  was  born  in  1834  and  was  reared  by  one  account 
at  Dial  Creek  and  by  another  at  Locust  Grove,  but  both  in  north- 
eastern Orange  County.     He  was  the  son  of  Ellison  Goodloe  Man- 
gum who  owned  a  large  plantation  on  Flat  River,   and  Elizabeth 
Harris,   daughter  of  Nathaniel  Harris  II.     Adolphus  was  the 
youngest  of  their  eight  children. 

When  he  was  fourteen  years  old  he  was  converted  at  Mount 
Bethel  Church.     In  his  diary  he  wrote,    "I  attended  a  protrac- 
ted meeting  of  Mount  Bethel  in  (the)   first  part  of  the  month 
of  August   1849.     Here  my  heart  was  so  full  when  the  mourners 
were  invited  to  come  forward,   that  I  just  voluntarily  arose 
and  entered  the  altar  and  sought  religion.     I  thought  that  I 
had  done  all  that  I  could  do,   viz.,   give  up  everything,  my 
whole  heart  to  God,   and  still  I  felt  nothing  uncommon  about  me; 
but  to  the  extent  of  my  knowledge,    I  believe  that  I  was  con- 
verted.    I  was  admitted  into  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
soon  and  was  baptized  by  pouring.     I  have  continued  a  regular 
member  of  the  church  ever  since  and  now     feel  that  my  prospects 
for  Heaven  and  immortal  glory  are  perhaps  better  than  they  were 
before . " 

Young  Mangum  went  to  South  Lowell  Academy  then  on  to  col- 
lege at  Randolph-Macon  in  Virginia.     He  was  graduated  at  the 
head  of  his  class  in  1854.     He  went  on  to  receive  his  Master 
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of  Arts  degree  from  Randolph-Macon- and  in  1879  earned  his  Doctor 
Divinity  degree. 

Upon  graduation  from  college  he  entered  the  ministry  and 
became  a  circuit  rider.     By  1856  he  was  a  preacher  in  the  Hills- 
borough circuit  where  he  was  junior  preacher  to  the  Rev.  Henry 
Gray,  who  was  in  poor  health. 

Rev.  Mangum  wrote  in  his  diary  in  1856,    "I  attended  a 
camp  meeting  at  Mount  Bethel  -  weather  unfavorable.  Sunday 
night  a  storm  arose.     About  7:00  Monday  A.  M.   it  blew  down  a  tree 
on  the  tent  of  William  Harris  -  -  terrible  crash  -  -  slightly 
wounded  several  people.     The  meeting  progressed.     I  preached 
Monday,   Wednesday  and  Friday  nights.     On  Sunday  I  preached 
again  at  11:00  A.  M.     As  the  meeting  closed  there  were  55 
converts . " 

Another  exerpt  from  his  diary  dated   "1-4-1857"  states, 
"(I)  Attended  1st  appointment  as  traveling  preacher  at  Mt . 
Bethel  -  a  cold  day  and  circumstances  quite  unpleasant.  Bro. 
Gray  went  home  with  me.     Monday   l-5-( 18)57  -  went  to  South 
Lowell  -  spent  the  night  with  Bro.   Gray  at  the  Parsonage. 
He  has  recently  married  a  lady  just  half  his  own  age.  This 
has  somewhat  turned  people  against  him.     But  he  can  live  down 
almost  any  account." 

Adolphus  served  in  Chapel  Hill  in  1858  and  1859.     In  early 
1861  he  was  sent  to  Salisbury  but  when  the  Civil  War  began  he 
came  back  to  Orange  County  and  joined  the  Sixth  North  Carolina 
Regiment  of  the  Confederate  Army,   under  Col.   Charles  Fisher.  He 
was  chaplain  for  those  men  from  the  Flat  River  Guards.     He  was 
present  at  Manassas  when  the  only  son  of  Senator  Willie  P.  Man- 
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gum  was  hit  by  enemy  fire.     When  young  Preston  Mangum  died  a 
few  weeks  later  from  this  wound,  Adolphus  accompanied  the 
body  of  his  cousin  back  to  Walnut  Hall,   the  family  home. 

Later     during  the  war  Rev.  Mangum  was  sent  to  Salisbury 
as  pastor  and  to  minister  to  the  federal  prisoners  of  war  in 
the  Confederate  prison.     The  conditions  were  so  terrible  in 
the  prison  that  Adolphus  did  everything  he  could  to  alleviate 
the  suffering.     According  to  one  of  the  prisoners  Rev.  Mangum 
was  "the  only  decent  Rebel". 

In  1864  he  married  Laura  Jane  Overman  of  Salisbury  and 
they  had  five  children.     By   1866  he  was  back  in  Orange  County 
to  be  near  his  father  who  was  mortally  ill. 

He  was  pastor  of  several  churches  including  Edenton 
Street  Methodist  in  Raleigh  for  four  years. 

When  the  University  of  North  Carolina  reopened  at  the  end 
of  Reconstruction,   Mangum  was  elected  to  the  Chair  of  Mental 
and  Moral  Philosophy.     He  taught  at  UNC  for  fifteen  years,  and 
lived  with  his  family  on  Rosemary  Street,   Chapel  Hill,   in  a 
house  that  was  later  on  the  home  of  Betty  Smith,    the  author  of 
A  Tree  Grows   in  Brooklyn. 

One  of  his  sons  was  Dr.   Charles  Mangum,   Dean  of  the  Medi- 
cal School  at -UNC  for  many  years. 

Adolphus  Williamson  Mangum,   one  who  influenced  and  was 
influenced  by  Mount  Bethel  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  in  1890. 
He  is  buried  in  Chapel  Hill. 


Among  the  program  participants  at  Mount  Bethel,  Dec.  11,  were  (7  to  r);  the  Rev. 
William  K.  Quick,  secretary  of  the  N.  C.  Conference  Historical  Society  and  pastor  of 
St.  James,  Greenville;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wilborn  of  the  North  Carolina  Department  of 
Archives  and  History,  who  presented  the  marker  on  behalf  of  the  State  and  the  Highway 
Department;  and  Bishop  Paul  Neff  Garber,  who  made  the  dedicatory  address.  Dean 
Robert  Cttshman  (not  shown)  represented  Duke  University. 


Marker  Unveiled  at  Mount  Bethel 


Mount  Bethel  Methodist  Church,  nestled 
in  the  small  village  of  Bahama  twelve  miles- 
northeast  of  Durham,  was  cited  bv  Bishon 
Paul'  Neff  Garber  for  its  role  in  North  Caro- 
lina and  American  Methodism.  The  Raleigh 
Area  Bishop  spoke  at  the  unveiling  of  a 
shiny  black  and  silver  historical  marker  ■ 
placed  at  the  church  by  the  Department  of 
Archives  and  History  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina. 

It  said  "Mount  Bethel  Methodist  Church: 
Nondenominational  meeting  house  built 
about  1750  by  Nathaniel  Harris.  Was  at- 
tended bv  Washington  Duke.  Methodist 
since  1808." 

Behind  that  brief  historical  legend  are 
the  initial  factors  that  ultimately  brought 
into  being  the  Duke  Endowment  and  the 
world-famous  Duke  University. 

Bishop  Garber  recounted  in  detail  the 
influences  of  the  old  Bahama  Church  upon 
its  most  illustrious  member,  Washington 
Duke.  According  to  Bishop  Garber,  Duke 
joined  the  Bethel  Sunday  school  when  he 
was  a  "pale-faced,  timid  boy  of  seven,"  and 
three  years  later,  in  1830,  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church.  He  told  of  the  incident 
Washington  Duke  related  in  his  biography 
when  he  was  handed  at  Bethel  a  small 
Sunday  School  card  upon  which  was 
printed,  "Remember  now  thy  creator  in  the 
days  of  thy  youth.  .  .  ."  This  appealed  to 
his  boyish  spirit  and  turned  his  thoughts 
toward  God. 


Recounting  Duke's  humble  start  in  the 
tobacco  business  after  the  Civil  War,  and 
his  later  interest  as  a  wealthy  man  in 
Trinity  College,  the  Methodist  school  that 
formed  the  nucleus  for  Duke  University, 
Bishop  Garber  quoted  Duke's  vow,  made  at 
the  age  of  12  at  Mount  Bethel,  "to  leave 
the  world  better  for  my  having  been  in  it." 

The  Rev.  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr.,  pastor 
of  Mount  Bethel,  presided  at  the  Dec.  11 
ceremony.  Other  program  participants  were 
Dr.  O.  L.  Hathaway,  Durham  District 
superintendent;  Dean  Robert  Cushman  of 
the  Duke  Divinity  School;  and  the  Rev. 
William  K.  Quick,  secretary  of  the  Confer- 
ence Historical  Societv,  and  pastor  at  Mount 
Bethel  from  1955-59!  Dr.  T.  Marvin  Vick, 
Jr.,  pastor  at  Edenton  Street  in  Raleigh  and 
pastor  at  Mount  Bethel  from  1946-49,  pro- 
nounced the  benediction. 

Special  recognition  was  given  Mrs.  Dave 
Hall  and  Mrs.  H.  Lee  Umstead,  oldest 
living  church  members,  who  united  at 
Mount  Bethel  in  1898  by  profession  of 
faith.  Bishop  Garber  was  presented  a  gavel 
made  from  a  200-year-old  oak  at  the  1750 
site  of  Crossroads  Meetinghouse. 

A  tea  followed  the  occasion  which  was 
sponsored  by  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence Historical  Society.  A  historical  display 
was  arranged  by  the  local  church  Com- 
mittee on  History  and  Records.  Over 
200  persons  attended  the  worship  service 
and.  unveiling. 


'North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate 
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Unveiling  Of  Highway  Marker  Set  Tomorrow —  1 

Historic  Mount  Bethel  Methodist 
Church  Is  Bahama  Area's  Oldest 


Durham  County's  oldest 
church  congregation  will  have 
an  event  of  significance  tomor- 
row. 

Representatives  of  the  State 
Historical  Society  are  expected 
to  be  on  hand  with  leaders  of 
the  North  Carolina  Methodist 


Conference  for  the  unveiling  of 
a  historical  marker  at  Mount 
Bethel  Methodist  Church  at  Ba- 
hama. 1 

The  unveiling  service  will  be 
held  at  3:30  p.m.  An  informal 
tea  will  be  held  in  the  church 
cabin  following  the  service. 


Altar  Set  Dedicated 

An  altar  set  was  dedicated  at 
the  morning  service  Sunday  at 
Mt.  Bethel  Methodist  Church. 

The  set  included  a  cross,  two 
candlesticks,  altar  cloth  and  pul- 
pit cloth  and  was  received  by  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  William  K.  Quick 
on  behalf  of  the  church. 

The  cross  was  presented  by  the 
family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marcus 
H.  Mangum  in  their  honor,  and 
the  candlesticks  were  given  in  hon- 
or of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  Umstead 
by  their  family.  The  altar  and 
pulpit  cloths  were  the  gifts  of  the 
Senior  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  Mt.  Bethel  Church. 


Bishop  Paul  N.  Garber  of  Ra- 
leigh, presiding  Bishop  of  the 
Raleigh  Area,  which  encom- 
passes the  56-county  N.C.  An- 
nual Conference,  will  be  the 
principal  speaker  for  the  ob- 
servance. He  is  chairman  of  ob- 
servances for  the  200th  anniver- 
sary year  of  American  Meth- 
odism, this  year.  The  Rev.  O. 
L.  Hathaway  of  Durham,  super- 
intendent of  the  four-county 
Durham  District,  also  will  par- 
ticipate in  the  service.  Repre- 
senting the  historical  society  of 
the  N.C.  Conference  will  be  the 
Rev.  W.  K.  Quick  of  Green- 
ville, himself  a  former  member 
of  Mount  Bethel  Methodist 
Church.  He  is  pastor  of  the  St. 
James  Methodist  Church,  sec- 
retary of  the  historical  society, 
and  correspondent  for  The  Dur- 
ham Sun. 

A  display  of  historical  items 
will  be  shown  in  the  church  cab- 
in, by  the  committee  on  records 
and  history  of  the  church,  of 
which  Mrs.  Sterling  Harris  is 
chairman. 

Quick  will  show  slides  of  the 
World  Methodist  Conference 
held  last  August  in  London,  at 
5:30  p.m. 

'  Mount  Bethel  Methodist 
Church  was  founded  as  the 
non-denominational  Crossroads 
Meeting  House  in  the  middle 
1700s,  or  around  1745.  It  was 
served  by  itinerant  preachers 
of  various  denominations  as 
they  passed  through  the  village, 
from  time  to  time. 

The  church  was  affiliated 
with  the  Methodist  Church  in 
1808.  It  was  through  this  church 
that  Washington  Duke,  pioneer 
Durham  benefactor  and  tobac- 
conist, and  father  of  the  found- 
er of  Duke  University,  joined 
the  Methodist  Church. 

Sixty-eight  pastors  and  six 
church  structures  have  served 
the  congregation,  the  present 
building  having  been  erected 
during  the  mid  1940s. 

The  Rev.  F.  Belton  Joyner  Jr. 
is  the  present  pastor. 


r  roiKS  AROUND  HEU^ 


THE  WAY  THINGS  ARE 

Paul  Vick  is  in  administration  out  at  Duke 
University,  but  he  takes  very  little  credit  for  his 
position  as  director  of  almuni  affairs. 

He  goes  back  to  his  father  and  grandfather  for 
that. 

"My  father  was  a  Methodist  minister,"  he  ex- 
plained, "and  the  influence  was  great  in  my 
home. 

"Back  then  we  lived  out  at  Bahama  and  at  11 
o'clock  on  Sunday  you  didn't  have  to  guess 
where  I  was. 

"Everybody  knew  we'd  be  in  church. 

"And  I  remember  my  father  preached  some 
wonderful  sermons,"  said  Vick. 

"Of  course,  some  of  his  sermons  were  better 
than  others. 

"I  remember  how  I  could  tell  when  he  was 
going  to  preach  one  of  his  great  sermons. 

"Because  he  was  very  fond  of  Sunday  dinner 
and  we  got  invited  to  eat  with  someone  in  the 
congregation  quite  often. 

"So  when  we  got  an  invitation  to  eat  with  some 
family  my  father  would  always  preach  one  of  his 
short  sermons. 

"Naturally,  I  learned  to  like  his  short  sermons 
best  because  I  knew  dinner  was  going  to  come 
pretty  soon  after  that. 

"But  I  really  believe  his  short  sermons  were 
his  best. 

"Even  today  I  remember  some  of  those  won- 
derful short  sermons. 
"I  remember  the  great  dinners,  too." 

—SID 


The  Durham  Morning  Herald 
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Interview  with  Mrs.  Annie  Ball,   May  22,  1989 

Annie  Harris  Ball  is  the  oldest  member  of  Mount  Bethel 
Church.     She  has  also  belonged  to  the  church  for  the  longest 
time.     "Miss  Annie",   as  she  has  been  called  by  generations 
of     children  whom  she  taught  in  Sunday  School,  was  born  in 
1890.     This  means  that  she  is  probably  the  only  person  alive 
who  has  attended  Mount  Bethel  in  three  different  buildings. 
She  went  to  church  by  horse  and  buggy  when  she  was  a  little 
girl.     The  church  she  attended  had  been  built  in  1851.  There 
were  no  Sunday  School  rooms,   so  the  children's  lessons  were 
held  in  one  corner  of  the  sanctuary  and  the  adults'    in  another. 
She  remembers  that  Mr.  W.   D.   Turrentine  was  superintendent  of 
Sunday  School  and  his  daughter  played  the  piano  for  church. 
(Mr.  Turrentine  lived  and  worked  at  Fairntosh  and  it  was  he 
who  asked  the  Camerons  to  donate  their  church  bell  to  Mount 
Bethel) 

In  those  days,   since  they  had  several  churches  to  serve, 
the  preachers  would  spend  Saturday  night  at  the  home  of  one  of 
the  congregation.     While  he  was  in  the  the  home  he  would  bap- 
tize the  babies  and  young  children  by  sprinkling.     Miss  Annie 
was  baptized  at  home  by  one  of  these  traveling  ministers. 

When  Miss  Annie  was  about  ten  years  old,   a  new  church 
building  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  present  church.  There 
she  attended  Sunday  School  and  church.     The  children's  classes 
were  held  on  the  porch  of  the  church. 

There  were  many  occasions  when  the  people  of  Bahama  gath- 
ered at  the  church,  because,   as  always,   it  was  the  religious 
and  social  center  of  the  community.     Miss  Annie  says  that  "Home- 
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Coming"  was  held  as  far  back  as  she  can  remember,   and  it  al- 
ways included  "dinner-on-the-grounds " . 

For  thirty  years  Miss  Annie  Ball  taught  Sunday  School  at 
Mount  Bethel.   She  taught  all  of  us  about  the  people  of  the 
Bible  and  she  taught  us  by  word  and  by  example  how  God  wants  us 
to  live.     She  has  served  her  church  for  most  of  her  life  and 
today  takes  great  solace  in  the  faith  she  both  learned  and 
taught  there.     She  still  studies  her  Bible  and  keeps  abreast 
of  happenings  at  Mount  Bethel  and  in  the  entire  Methodist  com- 
munity.    She  enjoys  the  letters,   cards  and  visits  she  receives 
from  her  church  family  and  remembers  fondly  her  days  of  active 
membership  . 

Mrs.  Annie  Harris  Ball  has  been  a  faithful,   loyal  and 
dutiful  daughter  of  Mount  Bethel. 
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TEMPERANCE 

On  the  question  of  temperance  Methodists  and  Mount  Bethel 
have  always  taken  a  firm  stand.     Today  Alcoholics  Anonymous 
meetings  take  place  regularly  at  the  church.     Back  during  the 
1840's,   even  though  the  approach  was  different,   the  message  was 
pretty  much  the  same  concerning  the  abuse  of  alcohol.  The 
following  notice  appeared  in  the  Hillsborough  Recorder  on  May 
15,  1845: 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  friends  of  Temperance,  held  Satur- 
day,  May  3   (1845)   at  Bethel, it  was  deemed  important  that 
this  Society  known  as  Roundhill  Temperance  Society, 
should  appoint  delegates  to  meet  at  the  Temperance  Con- 
vention to  be  held  in  the  Town  of  Hillsboro  on  Tuesday 
of  May  Court  next.     Every  Temperance  society  in  the 
County,   as  has  been  published  heretofore,   has  been  sol- 
icited to  meet  on  that  day  in  the  Masonic  Hall,   at  11:00 
o'clock  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  an  important  sub- 
ject.    The  Society  now  invites  every  brother  temperate 
man  to  meet  us  at  the  above  place  and  time  appointed. 
We  further  wish  to  hope  that  every  Temperate  society  in 
the  County  will  send  up  10  or  more  delegates  to  meet 
in  said  Convention." 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  delegate  in  behalf  of  the 

society;     S.   D.   Umstead   (Mt.   Tabor),   Williams  Harris   (Mt.  Bethel), 

Marcus  Harris   (Mt.   Bethel),   Richard  Peed   (Knap  of  Reeds),  William 

Piper   (overseer  at  Fairntosh),   Harrison  Parker,   Esq.  (Quail 

Roost),   Charles  Russ   (Granville  County),   D.   H.   Parker,   Jesse  W. 

Parker,   John  Garrard,   Farthing  Garrard   (Roxboro  Road),  Willis 

Mangum  (Mt.   Bethel),   Joseph  Lunsford,   A.   B.  Mangum,  William 

Lunsford   (Mt.  Tabor). 


God  grant  me  the  serenity 
to  accept  the  things  I  cannot  change, 
Courage  to  change  the  things  I  can 
and  Wisdom  to  know  the  difference. 
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UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  MISSIONARY  ORGANIZATIONS 
of 

MT.    BETHEL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  BAHAMA 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  organized  in  1923  or 
1924  by  Mrs.   J.   F.   Starnes,   the  local  pastor's  wife. 

The  monthly  meetings  were  held  on  Wednesday  afternoon 
after  first  Sunday. 

There  is  one  charter  member  living  from  this  group  - 
Mrs.  Annie  H.   Ball.     Before  this  unit  was  organized,  the 
group  was  known  as  the  "The  Ladies  Aid  Society". 

In  1940  the  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service  was 
organized.     By  1950  the  membership  had  grown  to  50  members. 
Two  circles  were  formed,   namely  the  Annie  Ball  Circle  and 
the  Ruby  Allen  Circle.     Later  the  membership  decreased  to 
one  circle. 

The  third  unit,   the  United  Methodist  Women  was  organized 
in  1972. 

Through  the  years  we  have  pledged  to  missions,  honored 
our  women  with  life  membership  and  pins,   carried  on  local 
work  of  the  church  and  community.     Women  of  the  different 
organizations  have  served  as  leaders  in  sub-district,  district, 
and  conference  offices. 

A  small  group,  but  active  in  many  phases  of  missionary 

work . 


Ruby  F.  Allen 


CHURCH  OFFICERS   FOR  1989 


Pastor  -  Al  Trotter 

Administrative  Council,  Chairperson  -  Alton  Mangum 
Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committee 


Rick  Whitaker  -  Chairperson 
Frances  Farlow 
Helen  Watts 
Bill  Garrett 

Board  of  Trustees 

Elry  Holloway  -  Chairperson 
Steve  Bowman 
Ken  Weaver 
Phyllis  Griffith 


Cathy  Bowman 
Allen  Needham 
Shirley  Sanford 


Fred  Luxton,  Jr. 
Fletcher  Woodall 
Kay  O'Briant 


Committee  on  Nominations  and  Personnel 


Al  Trotter  -  Chairperson 
Nancy  Sanford 
Helen  Crabtree 
Helen  Watts 


Committee  on  Finance 

Larry  Umstead 
Al  Trotter 
Bill  Garrett 
Alton  Mangum 


Chairperson 


Laura  Wade 
Vertee  Thompson 
Sue  Crabtree 
Dee  Staples 


Sandra  Hill 
Gary  Umstead 
Dee  Staples 


Lay  Member  to  Annual  Conference  -  Sandra  Hill 

Alternate  Lay  Member  to  Annual  Conference  -  David  Roberts 

Lay  Leader  -  Bill  Garrett 

Assistant  Lay  Leader  -  Elry  Holloway 

Sunday  School  Superintendent  -  Nancy  Tackett 

Assistant  Sunday  School  Superintendent  -  John  Reese 

Recording  Secretary  -  Bennie  Mangum 

Membership  Secretary  -  Janice  Garrett 

tJhurch  Treasurer  -  Larry  Umstead 


North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate  Representative 
Vertee  Thompson 


At  Large  Membership  of  the  Administrative  Council 


Brice  Ackerman 
Ruby  Allen 
Kelly  Baczek 
Beth  Belton 
Jerry  Britt 
Evelyn  Clarke 
Eugene  Crabtree 
Helen  Crabtree 
Myrtle  Easton 
Dick  Hails 
Leonard  O'Briant 


E.  Marie  Roberts 
Phyllis  Roberts 


Charlotte  Russell 
Shirley  Sanford 
Michele  Strausbaugh 


Malcolm  Umstead 
Helen  Watts 


Sharon  Whitaker 
Bertha  Woodall 
Fletcher  Woodall 


Honorary  Members  of  the  Administrative  Council 


Annie  Ball 
Thelma  Hall 


Mrs.  Clyde  Tackett 
Joyce  Tilley 


Myrtle  Harris 

Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds 

Leonard  O'Briant  -  Co-Chairperson 
Tommy  Mangum  -  Co-Chairperson 
Don  Harris 
Charlie  Hill 
Ken  Weaver 

Communion  Stewards 

Edith  Jacobs  Phyllis  Roberts 

Church  Sexton  -  Jerry  Britt 

Head  Usher  -  Ned  Tackett 

Chairperson,   Five-Year  Planning  Committee  -  Dick  Hails 

Chairperson,   Building  Study  Committee  -  Rick  Whitaker 

Parsonage  Committee 

Bertha  Woodall  Cathy  Bowman 

Bennie  Mangum 

Administrative  Council  Work  Areas 

Education 


Sandy  Reese  - 
Pat  Farlow  -  1 
John  Reese 


Co-Chairperson 
Co-Chairperson 


Anna  Tackett 
Cindy  Peeler 
Stamey  Peeler 


Janice  Garrett 
Nancy  Tackett 
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Evangelism 

David  Roberts  -  Chairperson 
Allen  Needham 

Kathleen  Needham  Verteen  Roberts 

Sue  Crabtree  Dee  Staples 


Missions 


Sandra  Hill  -  Chairperson 

Bennie  Mangum  Vertee  Thompson 

Debbie  Harris  Ruby  Allen 


Stewardship 


Gary  Umstead 
Helen  Watts 
Bill  Peeler 


Worship 


Chairperson 

Johnny  Vollers 
Doris  Veasey 


Doris  Veasey 
Jerry  Britt 
Connie  Crowl 
Phyllis  Roberts 
Ned  Tackett 


Chairperson 

Reba  Tackett 
John  Tackett 
Gay  Trotter 
Bertha  Woodall 


Administrative  council  Age  Level  Committees 
Children's  Ministries 


Pam  Weaver  -  chairperson 
Sharon  Whitaker 
Nancy  Sanford 
Bertha  Woodall 


Connie  Chappell 

Cathy  Franklin 

Lauren  Martin  (ex-officio) 


Youth  Ministries 


Deane  Bradley  -  Co-Chairperson 

Debbie  Bradley  -  Co-Chairperson 

Sue  Clayton  Pam  Hayes 

Jane  Hayes  Michele  Strausbaugh 

Beth  Belton  Renee  Stevens 


United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 

Brice  Ackerman  -  President 
Bruce  Hogan  -  Vice-President 
David  Garrett  -  Secretary 
Robert  Trotter  -  Treasurer 


Adult  Ministries 

Frances  Farlow  -  Chairperson 
Myrtle  Easton 

Wade  Winstead  Baird  Edgerton 

Martha  Edgerton  Lyn  Van  Scoyoc 

Family  Ministries 

Norman  Beaver  -  Co-Chairperson 
Susie  Beaver  -  Co-Chairperson 
Dale  Ackerman 
Bennie  Mangum 
Kay  O'Briant 
Nancy  Mangum 


Consider  the  lilies  of  the  field,   how  they  grow; 
they  neither  toil  nor  spin;   yet  I  tell  you,  even 
Solomon  in  all  his  glory  was  not  arrayed  like  one 
of  these. 


Matthew  6:28 
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